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This document explores the landscape of casino cruising ships in Poland, including
operational, legal, and tourism perspectives.
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1 Introduction

Poland, with its rich Baltic coastline and vibrant port cities like Gdask and Gdynia, is an emerg-
ing destination for cruise tourism. However, the concept of casino cruisingcruise ships featuring
onboard gambling facilitiesis not a primary focus of Poland’s maritime tourism industry. Unlike
global leaders in casino cruising, such as Norwegian Cruise Line or Royal Caribbean, Poland’s
maritime activities lean heavily toward ferry services and cultural tourism. This document ex-
amines the limited presence of casino cruising ships in Polish waters, the regulatory framework,
and the potential for growth in this niche sector. It draws on available research, including
insights from legal studies on cruise operations in Poland.

2 Cruise Tourism in Poland

2.1 Key Ports and Cruise Activity

Poland is not a primary cruise destination, but its ports, particularly Gdask and Gdynia, see a
steady increase in cruise ship visits. According to research by Zuzanna Pepowska-Dbrowska, the
number of cruise ships entering Polish ports was rising prior to 2020, supported by high-quality
port services, ship management, and shiprepair yards [1]. These ports, part of the Tréjmiasto
(Tri-city) metropolitan area alongside Sopot, offer rich cultural and historical attractions, such
as Gdask’s Old Town and the European Solidarity Centre, making them appealing stops for
cruise itineraries.

2.2 Cruise Lines Operating in Poland
Several international cruise lines include Poland in their Baltic Sea itineraries:

= MSC Cruises: Operates the MSC Poesia, offering voyages to Poland from Copenhagen
or Warneminde, with a focus on elegant design and extensive onboard amenities [2].

- Princess Cruises: Features ships like Sapphire Princess and Crown Princess, known for
exceptional service and entertainment, docking at Gdynia for access to Gdask [2].

= Norwegian Cruise Line: Includes Poland on routes with ships like Norwegian Dawn,
emphasizing flexible "freestyle cruising" [2].

= Oceania Cruises and Azamara: Offer smaller, luxury-focused voyages to Poland, em-
phasizing cultural immersion [2].

While these cruise lines often feature onboard casinos, their operations in Polish waters are
constrained by local regulations and the limited time spent in international waters.

3 Casino Operations on Cruise Ships

3.1 Global Context of Casino Cruising

Casino cruising is a hallmark of many international cruise lines, with ships like Norwegian
Escape and Royal Caribbeans Allure of the Seas boasting expansive gaming floors [3]. These
casinos offer slots, blackjack, poker, and roulette, often with loyalty programs like Club Royale
or Casinos At Sea, which reward players with perks such as free cruises or onboard credit [4, 5].
However, casinos typically operate only in international waters due to gambling regulations,
closing when ships are in port or in territorial waters [6].

3.2 Casino Operations in Polish Waters

In Poland, cruise ships with casinos face operational limitations:



- Territorial Water Restrictions: Polish territorial waters extend 12 nautical miles from
the coast. Cruise ship casinos must close in these waters, as gambling is regulated under
Polish law, which does not permit onboard gambling without specific licenses [1].

- Limited Itineraries: Most cruises to Poland are part of broader Baltic itineraries, with
short port stops at Gdask or Gdynia. The brief time in international waters limits casino
operating hours compared to transatlantic or Caribbean voyages [7].

< Ferry Dominance: Ferries, rather than casino-equipped cruise ships, dominate passenger
transport in Poland, offering limited or no gambling facilities [1].

4 Legal Framework

4.1 General Maritime and Gambling Regulations

Poland lacks specific regulations for casino operations on cruise ships. Instead, general maritime
and gambling laws apply:

- Maritime Law: International and EU regulations, such as those under the International
Maritime Organization (IMO), govern ship operations, including safety and environmental
standards [1].

< Gambling Law: The Polish Gambling Act of 2009 regulates land-based and online gam-
bling but does not explicitly address onboard casinos. Ships operating casinos in inter-
national waters fall under the flag state’s laws, but Polish ports require compliance with
local regulations when docked [1].

< Consumer Protection: EU consumer protection laws apply to cruise passengers, cov-
ering package travel and liability, but these do not specifically address gambling [1].

4.2 Jurisdiction and Challenges

When docked in Polish ports, cruise ships are subject to Polish jurisdiction, which may restrict
casino operations. International cruise lines must navigate a complex interplay of flag state
laws, international maritime law, and Polish regulations, creating operational challenges for
casino cruises [1].

5 Potential for Growth

Despite the current limitations, Polands cruise industry has growth potential:

- Infrastructure: High-quality port services in Gdask and Gdynia support larger cruise
ships, which could include casino-equipped vessels [1].

= Tourism Appeal: Polands cultural attractions, such as Gdasks historic waterfront and
Krakéws UNESCO World Heritage Site, make it a compelling stop for casino cruise
itineraries [2].

- Emerging Demand: The rise of nautical tourism, including yacht charters, suggests
growing interest in maritime leisure, which could extend to casino cruising [8].

However, expanding casino cruising would require clearer regulatory frameworks and longer
itineraries to maximize casino operating time in international waters.



6 Conclusion

Casino cruising in Poland remains a niche segment within the broader cruise tourism industry.
While international cruise lines like MSC and Princess Cruises include Poland in their Baltic
itineraries, their onboard casinos face operational constraints due to territorial water restrictions
and the dominance of ferry services. Polands robust port infrastructure and cultural attractions
present opportunities for growth, but the lack of specific regulations for onboard gambling poses
challenges. Future development could leverage Polands tourism appeal and maritime capabilities
to attract more casino-equipped cruise ships, provided regulatory clarity is achieved.
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